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 A Tribute to Swami Vivekananda 

 

The Society for Positive Philosophy and Interdisciplinary Studies (SPPIS) Haryana 

and Centre for Positive Philosophy and Interdisciplinary Studies (CPPIS), Pehowa 

(Kurukshetra) convey best wishes on the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of 

Swami Vivekananda Swami Vivekananda and his birthday also considered as 

National Youth Day. 

Swami Vivekananda (January 12, 1863 - July 4, 1902) is considered as one of the 

most influential spiritual educationist and thinker of India. He was disciple of 

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and was the founder of Ramakrishna Math and 

Ramakrishna Mission. He is considered by many as an icon for his fearless courage, 

his positive exhortations to the youth, his broad outlook to social problems, and 

countless lectures and discourses on Vedanta philosophy. For him, “Education is not 

the amount of information that is put into your brain and runs riots there, 

undigested all your life. We must have life-building, man-making, character-making, 

assimilation of ideas.” It is rightly said that, “The Swami's mission was both national 

and international. A lover of mankind, he strove to promote peace and human 

brotherhood on the spiritual foundation of the Vedantic Oneness of existence. A 

mystic of the highest order, Vivekananda had a direct and intuitive experience of 

Reality. He derived his ideas from that unfailing source of wisdom and often 

presented them in the soul stirring language of poetry.” For example: 

“All love is expansion, all selfishness is contraction.  

Love is therefore the only law of life.  

He who loves lives, he who is selfish is dying.  

Therefore love for love's sake,  

because it is law of life, just as you breathe to live.” 

By Swami Vivekananda: 
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“Take up one idea. Make that one idea your life - think of it, dream of it, live on that 

idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every part of your body, be full of that idea, and 

just leave every other idea alone. This is the way to success, that is way great 

spiritual giants are produced.”  

       “We are responsible for what we are, and whatever we wish ourselves to be, we 

have the power to make ourselves. If what we are now has been the result of our 

own past actions, it certainly follows that whatever we wish to be in future can be 

produced by our present actions; so we have to know how to act.” 

Vivekananda’s personality was notable for its comprehensiveness and deep 

sensitiveness to the evils prevalent in the socio-economic and moral structure of the 

country. He preached both monistic asceticism and social service. His intellectual 

vision was immensely clear and he could easily penetrate into the currents and 

cross-currents that were manifested in the history of India. This online version is 

prepared to wide circulation and to propagate Swami Vivekananda’s teachings. 

 

 

(Dr. Desh Raj Sirswal) 

Chief-Functionary, SPPIS (Haryana) 

Programme Co-ordinator, CPPIS (Pehowa) 

12th January, 2013 
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Preface of the Print Edition 

Swami Vivekananda (January 12, 1863 - July 4, 1902) is considered as one of the 

most influential educationist and spiritual thinker of India. He was disciple of 

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and was the founder of Ramakrishna Math and 

Ramakrishna Mission. He is considered by many as an icon for his fearless courage, 

his positive exhortations to the youth, his broad outlook to social problems, and 

countless lectures and discourses on Vedanta philosophy. For him, “Education is not 

the amount of information that is put into your brain and runs riots there, 

undigested all your life. We must have life-building, man-making, character-making, 

assimilation of ideas.” It is rightly said that, “The Swami's mission was both national 

and international. A lover of mankind, he strove to promote peace and human 

brotherhood on the spiritual foundation of the Vedantic Oneness of existence. A 

mystic of the highest order, Vivekananda had a direct and intuitive experience of 

Reality. He derived his ideas from that unfailing source of wisdom and often 

presented them in the soul stirring language of poetry.” For example: 

“All love is expansion, all selfishness is contraction.  

Love is therefore the only law of life.  

He who loves lives, he who is selfish is dying.  

Therefore love for love's sake,  

because it is law of life, just as you breathe to live.” 

Vivekananda’s personality was notable for its comprehensiveness and deep 

sensitiveness to the evils prevalent in the socio-economic and moral structure of the 

country. He preached both monistic asceticism and social service. His intellectual 

vision was immensely clear and he could easily penetrate into the currents and 

cross-currents that were manifested in the history of India. Thus to commemorate 

the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, Centre for Positive Philosophy 

and Interdisciplinary Studies (CPPIS) publishing this book and it is a tribute to this 

Universal Man and a National Ideal for Youth. It is the general intention of the 

Centre to produce informative as well as positive literature to inspire and motivate 
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the students and the general reader. We extend our thanks to the members of 

Milestone Education Society (Regd.) Pehowa for their valuable suggestions and 

positive assistance towards CPPIS works.  

                                Dr. Merina Islam 

                                                                                                                        Dr. Desh Raj Sirswal 
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Life and Works 

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) was a famous disciple of Sri Ramakrishan 

Paramahansa , born in an affluent family in Kolkata on 12th January, 1863. 

Narendranath (as he was known before becoming a monk) had a mind of his own 

and a passion to serve people. He stressed that service to the poor and downtrodden 

was most sacred.  He wrote one of the most brilliant pages in the history of Indian 

philosophical and sociological thoughts of the new times. “Vivekananda came from a 

rich, educated and free-thinking family: he began studying philosophical literature 

at a very early age. Biographers wrote that he was profoundly impressed by John 

Stuart Mill’s Three Essays of Religion. He studies the works of Descartes, Spinoza, 

Hume, Kant, Fichte, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Comte and Darwin.”1 We can have a good 

introduction of his life in Vivekananda: A Biography by Swami Nikhilananda. For a 

general observation of his life we are providing a chronology of main events of 

Vivekananda’s life in the end of this book. 

Works of Swami Vivekananda 

Swami Vivekananda worked on many themes. Karma Yoga (1896) , Raja Yoga (1896 

[1899 edition]), Vedanta Philosophy: An address before the graduate philosophical 

society (First published 1896) , Lectures from Colombo to Almora (1897), Vedanta 

philosophy: lectures on Jnana Yoga (1902),  published in his lifetime. 

And some other works published posthumously including Addresses on Bhakti Yoga 

, Bhakti Yoga , Complete Works. Vol 5, The East and the West , Inspired Talks (First 

published 1909 ) , Narada Bhakti Sutras - translated by Swami Vivekananda, 

Lectures from Colombo to Almora (1904), Para Bhakti or Supreme Devotion , 

Practical Vedanta, Jnana Yoga , Raja Yoga (1920), Speeches and writings of Swami 

Vivekananda; a comprehensive collection , Vivekavani (1986) – Telugu, Yoga (1987) 

- Telugu and My Master (1901) . The followings are the main articles by Swami 

Vivekananda: 

http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/RajaYoga1899.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/The_Vedanta_Philosophy.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/The_Vedanta_Philosophy.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/ColomboToAlmora1897.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/Vedantaphilosoophy1902.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/Vedantaphilosoophy1902.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/AddressesOnBhaktiYoga.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/BhaktiYoga.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/CWVol5.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/EastWest.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/BooksOnSwami/InspiredTalks/InspiredTalks.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/BooksBySwami/NaradaBhaktiSutras.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/From_Colombo_to_Almora.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/ParaBhakti.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/PracticalVedanta.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/BooksBySwami/JnanaYoga/JnanaYoga.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/RajaYoga1920.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/SpeechesandWritings1899.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/SpeechesandWritings1899.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/Vivekavani1986.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/Yoga.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/My_Master.pdf
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 The Ether - New York Medical Times, Feb 1895  

 Reincarnation - The Metaphysical magazine March 1895  

 Is The Soul Immortal- New York Morning Advertiser (1895)  

 On Dr. Paul Deussen- Brahmavadin 1896  

 On Professor Max Muller - Brahmavadin 1896 

 The education that India needs - Bharati, 1897  

 The Problem of Modern India and Its Solution Udbodhan Jan 14, 1899  

 The Bengali Language - Udbodhan  

 Knowledge Its Source and Acquirement- Udbodhan Feb 12, 1899  

 Modern India - Udbodhan Mar, 1899  

 Memoirs of European Travel - Udbodhan 1899  

 The Paris Congress of the History of Religions- Udbodhan 1900  

 Memoirs of European Travel -Udbodhan 1900  

It is a matter of pleasure that Swami Vivekananda's whole literature Complete Works 

of Swami Vivekananda published by Advaita Ashrama, 5 Dehi Entally Road, Kolkata. 

Vivekananda guided by the desire to re-orientate the Vedanta philosophy to make it 

the practical foundation of the struggle for building a New India, he paid 

considerable attention to the question of philosophical heritage as a whole. He 

formulated an excellent constitution which reveals his foresight. A succession of 

monks of the order continues to serve humanity through a networking of the 

Mission’s centers in India and abroad. Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were 

among the leaders who were inspired by his life and teachings.2 

He was one of the first thinkers of India to call himself a socialist. He wrote, 

“Everything goes to show that socialism or some form of rule by the people, call it 

what you will, is coming on the boards. The people will certainly want the 

satisfaction of their material needs, less work, no oppression, no war, more food.”3 

He believed that, “the oppressed and enslaved position of Indian people, their 

downtrodden state and general literacy, on the one hand, and fanatical religiosity, 

on the other, did not permit any other approach to their minds and he except 

http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/Vol9/TheEther.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/reincarnation.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/IsSoulImmortal.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/PaulDeussen.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/PaulDeussen.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/MaxMuller.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/EducationIndiaNeeds.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/ProblemModernIndiaSolution.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/Vol6/BengaliLanguage.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/KnowledgeSourceAcquirement.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/modernIndia.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/MemoirsI.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/ParisCongressHistoryReligions.html
http://www.vivekananda.net/PROSE/MemoirsII.html
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through religion.”4 He thought that the principle and leading force in implementing 

all social changes in India though only by religion. He said, “If you want to speak of 

politics in India, you must speak through the language of religion.”5 For him, one 

could rouse the lower classes in a country like India only through religion, education 

and instruction. He thought that, “If the poor boy cannot come to education, 

education must go to him.”6 by the thousands of Sanyasi monks go from village to 

village preaching religion.7  

Vivekananda attributed great significance to developing in Indians the feeling of 

patriotism, human dignity and national pride. He espoused the idea of equality of all 

people, inspiring Indians confidence in their ability to perform progressive 

historical actions 8 and also he preached universal brotherhood through his 

secularism. Swami Vivekananda’s views as a progressive Indian thinker played a 

positive role in the development of the patriotic and national self consciousness of 

the peoples of India and he made a considerable contribution to our national 

struggle and his teachings continue motivating the masses in their lives. In the next 

chapters we will study his ideas on education, culture, religion and as a youth ideal. 

References: 

1. Brodov, V. (!984). Indian Philosophy in Modern Times. Moscow: Progress 

Publishers. Moscow,p.209 

2. “Swami Vivekananda” in Outstanding Indians (2000). Chennai :Alpha Books, 

p.9 

3. Vivekananda (1946). On India and Her Problems. Almohra, Himalayas: 

Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati,p.39 

4. Brodov, V. (!984) Indian Philosophy in Modern Times. p.283 

5. Vivekananda (1957). My Life and Mission. Calcutta: Adviata Ashrama ,p.03 

6. Vivekanda (1924). The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. IV. 

Almohra, Himalayas : Advaita Ashrama, p.309 

7. Brodov, V. (!984) .Indian Philosophy in Modern Times. p.287 

8. Ibid, p.289 
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Vivekananda’s Ideas on Education  

Swami Vivekananda, a philosopher preacher and a reformer, dedicated his whole life for 

the upliftment of humanity. In his dynamism of thought he laid emphasis on the 

amelioration of body and soul for human excellence. The central theme of his inspiring 

speeches for the whole world was man - his growth, development and fulfillment. Work 

and more work to strive for excellence of body, mind and spiritwere conspicuous in all 

his teachings and preaching. 

In the present day words, in most of the countries emphasis is laid on formal schooling 

rather than on man-making pursuits. The result is chaos and anarchy. Here acquisition 

of wealth should not overshadow the fundamental human values. Vivekananda being a 

seer could discern the cause of this human affliction long, long ago and propagated his 

philosophy of education for the solace and salvation of mankind. Vivekananda did not 

write a book on education, he contributed valuable thoughts on the subject that are 

relevant and viable today.  

Infact, his philosophy of education is based on perennial truths of Upanishads, Bhagvad 

Gita and Advaita Vedanta. To Vivekananda, “Education is the manifestation of perfection 

already in man.” Here perfection implies a total personality enriched with physical, 

mental, moral and spiritual upliftment. In his vision, education is the pattern of life and 

personal becoming where lies the fulfillment of the potential divinity of man. 

Vivekananda also looks for such a high ethical ideal as universal love which transcends 

all barriers between man and man and fosters the formation of one world on the basis of 

spiritual oneness of existence. No doubt, to bring unification of the world there is an 

urgent need for such education at perspective grow.1 He had all appreciation for the 

industrial progress of the west, yet there was something more in his philosophy. As he 

said, “Behind everything the same divinity is existing.”2 A nation may conquer, control 

the elements, and develop the utilitarian aspects of life, yet the highest type of 

civilization is found in those individuals who have learned to conquer the self. This has a 

deeper meaning and content.  



http://positivephilosophy.webs.com  

Commemorate 150
th

 Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda 

P
ag

e1
2

 

On Indian Education 

In the critical period of the 19th century the educated people of India were mostly 

fascinated by the culture of the west. That in turn created a kind of despiritualisation 

and denationalization in them. In that cultural crisis, Vivekananda knew what was 

wrong with prevalent system of education which had no connection with the real values 

of human life. He suggested remedies for human progress, international understanding 

and world peace. In the view of Vivekananda, education is not inert ideas but the process 

and pattern of life through which the intrinsic values of life can be built. A man of reason 

and intellect can have the best of wealth and power; still he may not find peace of mind 

unless he discovers his divine dimension. This evolution of the individual into the whole 

man is what the Vedanta calls the spiritual growth of man. Swami Vivekananda the 

eminent apostle of Sri Ramakrishna reiterated this divine message of his master over 

and above the socio-political culture of the West. In his view true education consists in 

blending of Vedanta with modem science. As the herald of resurgent India he even had no 

hesitation to borrow science and technology from the west. Here his universal as well as 

synthetic trend of mind has been revealed. Once Ranganathananda says, “Swami 

Vivekananda in every sense of the term, a world spiritual teacher.All his wording the East or 

the West was to summon men and women to the spiritual heritage .The way he developed 

a comer   spirituality out of this Vedantic ideal is unique.”3 

The impact of Vivekananda's philosophy of Educationin the writings of Jawaharlal Nehru 

and S. Radhakrishnan who express the view that science and religionshould go hand in hand. 

Western science must be combined with spirituality. This is a synthetic trend in the 

formulation of the content of Indian education whichVivekananda expressed long ago. 

Universal teacher of humanity, Vivekananda keenly felt problem of both East and the West. 

As such solution laid down by him was both national and international.  

We need education to help us to find out the purpose for which we have come into this 

world - to know the goal of our life. It is not merely to grow rich or learned, or even to 

achieve fulfillment for our little selves. All these are no doubt desirable ends, but they 

are not enough to satisfy the man fully. One of the objectives of education is to 
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emancipate the individual, to free him from prejudices and superstitions, from all 

superficial distinctions. One has to be a human being, first and foremost. The modern 

age demands that we meet the challenges of life with the challenge of an adequate 

philosophy; that adequacy can be ensured only if that philosophy dares to achieve a 

happy synthesis between the physical sciences and the science of spirituality.  

The chief aim of education should be to help the growing soul to draw out that in itself 

which is best and make it perfect for a noble use. This attempt at perfection is part of the 

evolutionary game of the divine. Educational aim consists in the development of the 

head, hand and heart. Education should help the individual to develop physically, 

mentally, morally and spiritually. Such perfect ideal can be found in Indian thinkers like 

Sankaracharya, Buddha, SwamiVivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi, Sri 

Aurobindo and others. It should be remembered that unlike in the west, in India 

education, life and religion are intertwined. As such the value aspect of education is kept 

in close touch with the aims of education.As Vivekananda says, “Education is not the 

amount of information that is put into the brain and runs riot there, undigested, all your 

life.... We must have life-building, man-making, character-building assimilation of 

ideas.”4 

For him knowledge by itself is not education unless accompanied by the basic human 

values that are moral and spiritual values. In fact science and technology have 

annihilated physical distance between man and man but the problem of annihilating the 

mental and emotional distance between man and man remains yet to be solved. His 

educational aim leads to the development of total human personality, to bridge a gulf 

between man and man as one infinite self. By the definition of religion as the 

manifestation of divinity already in man, Vivekananda has not propounded any new 

concept. He has only expressed in the modern idiom what all schools of Vedanta have all 

along held, namely, that the soul or Atman is an integral part of Brahman or is identical 

with Brahman. The main problem in the process of self-manifestation is the removal of 

obstacles in the form of selfishness and ensuing vices. For this removal of obstacles, for 

manifesting one's potential divinity, Yoga is necessary. By education “Vivekananda does 
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not mean formal schooling alone. This is clear when he says, “if education were identical 

with information, the libraries will be the greatest sages in the world and encyclopedias 

the rishis.”5 In his view, education divorced from life and confined within the four walls 

of the class room becomes artificial and loses its value. A child's education should not be 

confined to schools. It must comprehend the whole world where he can develop himself 

fully in natural surroundings. Criticizing the prevailing system of education, where no 

positive ideas were given to the student. Vivekananda says, “The present system is only 

to make a host and clerks, post-masters and telegraph operators and so on. As a result 

education for boys and girls is neglected.”6 

In conformity to the ancient ideal, Vivekananda has described vividly the conditions that 

are necessary for success as a pupil and as a teacher. At first, the pupil must have a 

purity of thought,speech and action. Secondly, he must have a real thirst for knowledge. 

Unless this felt need is there, all the other conditions of teaching will be of no avail. 

Thirdly, there should be perseverance in their effort to learning, which is pre-condition 

for success. As to the qualifications of the teacher, it is probably to be assumed that since 

a teacher is always a student, he must have all the characteristics of the student 

mentioned above. In fact the function of the teacher is neither communication of 

information nor stimulation of the intellect; it is a matter of influencing the pupil so that 

he can be transformed. Real guru is indispensable in the educational thought of 

Vivekananda.  

The study of scruti, scriptures, works of authority cannot give the delivering knowledge. 

The Chandogya Upanisad says, “Only by knowledge received direct from the guru does 

one attain to the most beneficial.”7 It is irrelevant to say that the teacher should have 

perfect mastery over the aims, objectives and goals along which the learner has to 

traverse. ‘In the vast majority of cases”, says Vivekananda, ‘such help is absolutely 

necessary. When it comes, the higher powers and possibilities of the soul are quickened. 

Spiritual life is awakened, growth is animated and man becomes holy and perfect in the 

end.’ Where to find such a help ? “It is a mysterious law of nature” continues the Swamiji 
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that “as soon as the soul earnestly desires to have religion, the transmitter of the 

religious force must and does appear to help the soul.”8 

Vivekananda called his education for India ‘man-making’. He wanted to make man for he 

visualised the truth that the masses of India had not achieved the full glory of human 

nature. He worked hard for man-making education and man-making religion that were 

meant to create a pattern of excellence in the society as well as in individual members. 

Emphasizing the need for spiritual education for modern India Vivekananda has 

prescribed meditation as a curriculum in the study. Concentration and meditation are 

the chief methods of realising truth, experienced by sages of the ancient India. The past 

is our foundation, the present is our material, the future our aim and summit. Each must 

have its due and natural place in a national system of education. About meditation 

Vivekananda remarked, “Before we can control the mind we must study it. We have to 

seize this unstable mind and drag it from its wandering and fix it on one idea; over and 

over again this must be done. By power of will we must get hold of the mind and make it 

stop and reflect upon the glory of God.”9Thus both concentration and meditation are 

needed in perfecting mind so that it can be developed into a fit instrument for gaining 

knowledge. 

Education should help every man to take up his own ideal and endeavor to accomplish 

it. According to Vivekananda, “there are four general types of men-the rational, the 

emotional, the mystical and the worker.”10So in the education of these different types of 

men different methods are to be followed. Vivekananda realise long ago that education 

should be liberal and always in the national lines. Education should include both 

conservative and creative aspects and bring about change in the society by giving us 

progressive ideas and new values of life. One of the important principles to be 

emphasised in the socialistic pattern of society is that individual fulfillment will come, 

not through selfish and narrow loyalties to personal or group interest but through the 

dedication of all to the wider loyalties of national development. Education in modern 

India has been wrongly planned and carelessly executed. The modern educators have 

ignored the fundamental aspiration of man to realise his best self. This is much against 
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the cherished ideals of the Indian democratic system and therefore every effort should 

be made to reinsulate the true spirit of Indian culture in the minds of the people. 

Swami Vivekananda’s message in this context is very significant particularly because of 

its applicability to solve the complicated problems of the nation. If we can revise our 

educational plan on national lines as indicated by Vivekananda then and then alone we 

shall be able to evolve a system which will be truly man-making and character-building. 

And this is necessary not only for regeneration of India, but for the redemption of the 

whole world. Once Vivekananda says, “But education has yet to be in the world, and 

civilization - civilization has begun nowhere yet.”11 Modern civilizations solely relies on 

science, its achievements have also turned out to be partial and limited. The combination 

of the energies of science and spirituality in the life of man will produce fully integrated 

human beings, and thus help to evolve a complete human civilization for which the 

world is waiting. 

Women’s Education 

Swami Vivekananda was particularly worried about the degradation of women in India. 

He was emphatic that women must be educated, for he believed that it is the women 

who mould the next generation, and hence, the destiny of the country.Vivekananda’s cry 

for the uplift of the downtrodden masses, particularly of the long-neglected women, has 

evoked a favourable response from different quarters, but societies tailor education to 

meet their own needs, thereby often robbing the weak of their freedom to determine 

their own destiny. Unless radical changes are made in all societies the poor will never be 

able to raise them. Refer to the western ideal Vivekananda said, “In the west, the 

womenis wife. The idea of womanhood is concentrated there as the wife. To the 

ordinary man in India, the whole force of womanhood concentrated in motherhood. In 

the western home, the wife In an Indian home, the mother rules.’12 

Even in the Rgveda, believed to have been composed a thousand year’s age. God is often 

described as the great pervading Mother Aditi.13 Indeed woman as Mother, inspiration 

and power of man. In nineteenth century when women reached the nadir of 
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degradation, Sri Ramkrishna, great master of Swami Vivekananda for the first time 

known to the world that every women should be looked uponthe Divine Mother in flesh 

and blood.Swami Vivekananda was of firm opinion that the education must be imparted 

to Indian woman in every life. It is important for mothers to be well trained. Otherwise, 

children will not inherent those qualities which are great and inspiring. If we want to 

have children, strong and intelligent, we must educate their mothers first. As in the 

Vedic period, so also in the present age, education of women should be given freely, 

irrespective of caste distinctions. Proper education should include moral training. The 

whole of ethics depends upon love, which means not selfish love, but the expression of 

oneness in spirit. Each soul is potentially divine, and any system of education which is 

based upon this fundamental principle of potential divinity in the soul of the individual, 

would be considered as the highest. Women should have equal rights and privileges with 

man. That should be the ideal, and then the highest perfection which is latent in the soul 

will be realized. Education should not degrade a woman. It should not be for money-

making. It should be the culture of the soul for the good of all. 

Vivekananda's main ideal of education was man-making, character building and 

assimilation of ideas. He was anxious to put into operation a scheme of education for 

women which would make them fearless, conscious of dignity and chastity. To him, most 

sound scheme of education for women is one which teaches them to develop a strong 

character by the force of which they will be prepared to lay down their lives, rather than 

flinch an inch from their chastity. It is this spiritual ideal that Indian women have been 

following from the time immemorial. Purity, simplicity, faithfulness and chastity have all 

along been valued by them more than any material object. Swami Vivekananda wanted 

to direct women to their own cultural ideal. Religious training and formation of 

character should be their primary concern. Their education should be imparted with 

religion as its centre. 

In the west Vivekananda visualized that though women enjoyed ample freedom in all 

walks of life, yet material prosperity was the coveted goal of their life and culture. The 

lure of wealth and power proved too strong for them to resist. Any means however 
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narrow was welcomed by them for reaching material achievement. This was obviously a 

wrong interpretation of life and its worth. The women of the west must learn from India 

that the aim of human life should be the spiritual destiny. Every Indian woman literate 

or illiterate leads her life on a fair level of spiritual ideal. Liberal as well as universal in 

outlook, Vivekananda stood for assimilation of all that was good in western culture. The 

need for science and technology was extremely realised by him, but not at the cost of 

religion. The education of women should include subjects like Religion, Arts, Science, 

History, Home-management, Cooking, Sewing and Hygiene. For this trained 

Brahmacharinis should go to the villages and towns, open centres and do hard work.14 

A distinctive contribution of Swami Vivekananda was the comprehensiveness of his 

vision. He was remarkably universal who stood up for mankind in general without 

distinction of race or nationality, creed or culture, sex or age. He saw the divine self of 

man and looked upon the human form as the very symbol of the Divinity. In the words of 

Satprakashnanda, “In Vivekananda the universal spirit has found a loving, dynamic and 

all-encompassing expression which is rarely to be found elsewhere.”15 

Education and Religion  

Vivekananda in his concept of education owes much to the Vedantic view of 

manifestation or unfoldment leading towards total human fulfillment. To him, the entire 

psychology of education in India is based on Yoga and Advaita. If Advaita is the principle, 

religion is the medium and Yoga the proper way.What Vivekananda aims at is education 

for life as opposed to education for profession. An education that has such a limited 

objective and a purely utilitarian aim is sure to stultify itself. On the other hand, 

education for life must be necessarily broad and comprehensive, in character. It is a 

continuous life-long process unless one stops at a particular point and stagnates there. 

Ideal education does not mean mere gathering of information. Vivekananda defined 

education as “the manifestation of the perfection already in man.”And he defined 

religion as “the manifestation of the Divinity already in man.” So in the ultimate analysis, 

true education and true religion are almost interchangeable terms. Education without 

religion may produce intellectual giants. But they may very well turn out to the gigantic 
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monsters though, of course, highly intellectual. Education with true religion also can 

create intellectual giants but they will never turn out to be monsters. The recurring note 

in Vivekananda’s plan for the regeneration of India is to remove poverty, unemployment 

and ignorance and start educating the masses so that their lost individuality can be 

restored.  

Today quite in tune with the ideas of Vivekananda we see throughout India a number of 

educational endeavours which aim at the development of the individual in a changing 

society. While endorsing the basic objectives of Vivekananada’s ideas of man-making 

education, the point of emphasis given by these educational efforts rests on social 

solidarity and leveling up of economic condition. But unknowingly they do make a 

marked departure from the ideals of education preached by Swami Vivekananda in as 

much as he wanted all education to be put on the basic foundation of spirituality. That is 

the living image of Vivekananda concept of mass education. To regenerate the core of 

manhood and to rekindle the age-old spiritual flame were alike his spiritual objectives 

and between the two, he saw an inevitable link. 
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Vivekananda on Indian Culture and Religion 

Culture is a term which defies a precise intellectual definition. It is a subtle and 

gentle living force which is pervasive in its influence, and is primarily responsible 

for sustaining and integrating as well as in fulfilling the life of a nation or society, 

and through society the life of an individual. It is the fundamental motive force or 

central idea of a society; and the diverse activities and institutions of a society are 

but a creative working out of that central idea. In the life of a nation the influence of 

culture is comprehensive and integrative in the sense that all that a society does and 

lives for is directly or indirectly an expression of its culture. Although the various 

institutions, customs and manners as well as the thought patterns peculiar to a 

nation help in expressing its culture, the culture as such is not something that can 

be identified and defined exhaustively in terms of any one or more of its 

manifestations. As vehicles of its creative expression, the institutions, beliefs, etc., 

may undergo change and transformation, and at times may give place to new ones 

to serve better the purpose of its self-expression, yet as the central principle 

underlying them the culture abides.  

To comprehend a culture is to live it and to grow in it. Without participating in it by 

living it is fairly difficult to appreciate a culture. Even the intellect, and most of its 

basic categories of understanding are moulded and shaped, and are given a 

direction by the culture. Hence intellect cannot afford to view and define culture 

objectively, as it cannot extricate itself completely from the frame-work of its 

culture by which it is both formed and informed. There cannot therefore be a purely 

detached view of a culture which is still a living force. The various expressions of it 

may help to an extent in understanding its character, but are not sufficient to define 

it. The central idea of a culture because of its comprehensive character cannot be 

tied down to or identified in terms of its various expressions. 

Indian Culture  

Among the recent Hindu thinkers it was Vivekananda who tried to grasp the essence 

and meaning of Indian culture from within. The rare privilege he had of living in 
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close communion with one who is a living incarnation of Indian spirituality and 

culture, his extensive travels throughout the length and breadth of India as a monk, 

his in-depth understanding of Indian source literature, and his personal realisation 

of its highest values helped him in comprehending in depth the beauty and meaning 

of Indian culture. More than his ability to interpret Hinduism in a most creative 

manner, his success lies  in rousing  India  from  its spiritual  slumber,  in  guiding it 

to rediscover  its  forgotten  individuality  and  purpose  and in instilling into  it self-

confidence and faith in itself which are the basic necessities for a  nation  to  stand 

on   its own and progress. Vivekananda like most of other great and creative 

thinkers of modern India, may be with the exception of Sri Aurobindo, is not 

systematic and academic in his approach. They are known more for their insights 

and vision. Vivekananda touched on almost all the aspects of Indian life, and has 

tried to understand them in their proper perspective.   He has been a source of 

inspiration for almost all the social workers and thinkers of India that followed him.   

The burden of all his speeches and occasional   writings is to remind and re-awaken 

us to the mainstream or foundation of our national life, which if forgotten and 

neglected nothing worthwhile can  be   achieved.         

During modern times many have tried, both from within and without, to grasp its 

basic character and interpret it; and in so doing they depended mainly on what they 

could observe. Again while interpreting the observable phenomena the outsiders 

were guided, consciously or unconsciously, by the spirit and meaning of their own 

culture and civilization. This is understandable as it is not an easy task to live 

another’s' culture, just as one cannot step out of one's individuality. Also in 

comprehending matters like culture it is not an easy thing to assume a completely 

detached and value-neutral standpoint. But under their impact most of the Indians, 

whatever may be their motivation, have also tried to understand and interpret their 

culture from an alien standpoint, or simply have accepted the alien view of it. This 

has led them to denounce and attack the various Indian social institutions, customs 

and manners, religious beliefs and practices, philosophical ideas and value 

structures. The general tone of modern Indian attitude towards their own culture 
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during the times just preceding the emergence of Vivekanada was partly destructive 

and partly apologetic. As a result the nation was not willing to accept the identity 

and individuality which it has taken centuries to acquire and enrich. It also started 

losing faith and confidence in itself and its heritage. And people were busy in 

attacking and demolishing one after another the various cultural edifices as if they 

were the stumbling blocks to India's progress and identity. What happened as a 

consequence, and is happening still, is the emergence of more evil like the blood of a 

mythical demon Raktabija.1    

A fully awakened and self-confident India is, according to him, the only and real 

solution to all her problems.   What  follows  is a brief account of what Vivekananda  

considers  to  be the basic or foundational theme of Indian life, its  life-centre and  

backbone; and his  peculiar approach towards its understanding and   

interpretation. According to him, “within every man there is an idea; the external 

man is only the outward manifestation, the mere language of this idea within. 

Likewise, every nation has a corresponding national idea. This idea is working for 

the world and is necessary for its preservation.”2 “Each race has a peculiar bent, 

each race has a peculiar raison d’être, each race has a peculiar mission to fulfill in 

the life of the world”3, in terms of which a nation acquires its individuality and 

identity. The raison d’être of a nation, its central idea on the basis of which it plans 

and organises its diverse activities, and also sets a direction for its growth and 

progress is what he meant by culture.  

In the light of that central living principle the nation gets the meaning of its 

existence, and obtains a purpose to fulfill. Other than this central idea and the 

various institutions and concepts that are evolved to express and fulfill it, all are 

secondary and superfluous in the life of a nation. Spiritualization of human race, 

according to Vivekananda, is “the central theme of Indian life-work, the burden of 

her eternal songs, the backbone of her existence, the foundation of her being, the 

raison d’être of her very existence.”4 In other words, it is the religious or spiritual 

life that forms the centre, the keynote of the whole music of Indian life. Its vitality or 

its life-force, according to him is concentrated in religion.5  
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Vivekananda finds that religion is the most essential and basic element in the 

character of the Indian people.  In India, he remarks, “religious life forms the centre, 

the keynote of the whole music of national life.” Western nations like England or 

America may ignore religion in their schemes of social well-being, but India can do 

so only by endangering her national vitality. Vivekananda is of the view that unlike 

other nations whose whole soul as it were, lay in political conquest or social 

utilitarianism, India must meet all the challenges of the future through the vitality 

and inspiration of religion. Religious tolerance and acceptance of all sects as so 

many paths of the one Eternal Religion must be allowed to pervade all aspects of our 

national—Life. The fact that India is the homeland of diverse religious faiths does 

not stand in the way of Vivekananda's and Gandhi’s declaring religion as central to 

the Indian way of life. Nor should the adoption of a religious-oriented polity come- 

into conflict with the secular (non-sectarian) political system. Harbouring a 

diversity of religious faiths. India must have a socio-political system which upholds 

the principles common to all faiths without contradicting the secular spirit of non-

favouritism in the administration. India cannot afford to do otherwise because 

religion and life are so intimately interwoven here that no aspect of life can be 

separated from religion.  

Vivekanda’s opinion is that religion consists is man’s capacity for self-

transcendence. Each soul is potentially divine and religion is the unfoldment of this 

latent divinity. For him, religion does not consist in doctrines and dogmas, or rites 

and ritual but, in realization. It does not mean any institutional religion, but that 

religion which underlies all religions --- the Religion eternal –the greatest motive 

power for realizing that infinite energy which is the birth right and nature of every 

man. The universality of religion does not point to the existence of one religion , it 

simply means peaceful co-existence of all religions. It is to be achieved by mutual 

understanding and appreciation and reverent attitude towards one another.   

Contemporary Indian philosopher Swami Vivekananda has discovered a unique 

explanation to the concept of religion. He argued for the necessity of a universal 

religion or acceptance of religious pluralism. According to him, religion is not just a 
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talk on doctrines or theories, nor is it sectarianism. Religion does not live in sects 

and societies. It is a relationship between soul and god. He explained that religion 

does not consist in erecting temples or building churches or attending public 

worship. Also it cannot be found in the books or in words or in lectures or in 

organizations. Religion consists of realization. Religion does not consist in 

subscribing to a particular creed or faith but in spiritual realization. Therefore, 

spiritual realization is religion.   

Vivekananda reflected on the necessity of the concept of universal religion for the 

society. He realized the nature of man, according to which mankind in the whole 

world has been trying to look beyond in the quest of his ultimate destiny or search 

for God. Therefore, whole of the world community is expecting a religion, which is 

acceptable to all. Against the background of conflict among religions, Swami 

Vivekananda envisions the emergence of Universal Religion in modern times. It will 

liberate religions from the trammels of conflict and limitation and would once again 

put them on the sure and unwavering foundations. Swamiji is confident that such 

universal ness of religion is possible for every person of every religion. He declares 

that it has no location in space and time; its universal sunshine on all – on the 

Hindus and the Christians, on the Buddhists and the Muslims, on the sinners and the 

saints.  

Practical Vedanta  

By religion Vivekananda means Vedanta which, according to him, is the highest 

expression of man's spiritual being. It is the recognition of the self as our real being; 

and the highest purpose of human life, according to it, is the growth of the self 

within man which when fully realised sees the same reality within all. In the words 

of Sri Aurobindo, another creative interpreter of Indian culture, it is “to see the 

Eternal, the Infinite, the Supreme, the All; it sees this as the secret highest self of all, 

this is what it calls God, the permanent, the Real, and it sees man as a soul and 

power of this being of God in Nature. The progressive growth of the finite 

consciousness of man towards this self, towards God, towards the universal, the 
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eternal, the infinite, in a word, his growth into spiritual consciousness by the 

development of his ordinary ignorant natural being into an illumined divine 

nature.”6 This is for Indian thinking the significance of life and aim of human 

existence. This is the fundamental idea of Indian civilisation and culture. Because of 

its non-sectarian attitude and approach towards man's spiritual problems. Vedanta 

is truly universal in its appeal and content. It is the fundamental life-principle of 

India's culture; and is its eternal seeking. In living for its realisation, as well as in 

pursuing the goal of spiritualising the whole of mankind, lie the secret of India's 

existence, as well as the perennial source of its strength which has withstood it 

against all types of vicissitudes.  

Now the genius of Vivekananda lies primarily in interpreting Vedanta in a living 

manner, and also in presenting its eternal significance to the world in a manner 

which can be lived and appreciated by all irrespective of their cultural and religious 

peculiarities. Vedanta, for him, is not merely a system of abstract metaphysics, 

which is intellectually satisfying and logically sound and valid, but fundamentally a 

gentle spiritualising force which all can realise within their lives without the 

necessity of subscribing to any creedal dogmas. Spiritual growth of mankind, 

wherein lies its ultimate fulfillment, and of which process each individual is a living 

centre, is the essence of Vedanta.   

Towards the fulfillment of this ideal India has been living and striving, and has been 

evolving various means for its realisation. To understand, therefore, its cultural 

expressions one has to go into the depths of its spiritual life. Otherwise all our 

attempts to grasp India and her culture will be in vain .As  understanding a culture  

involves not so much learning as of growth in it, Vivekananda conceived  his mission 

in relation to Indian culture not  in  terms  of reforming  it here and there in a 

piecemeal fashion, but to  inspire and help her to grow in spiritual perfection; and  

with  the active instrumentality of India to help gently the whole of human race to  

grow  in  spirituality.    If culture is the secret of a nation's existence and 

individuality,  the  way to nation's growth and progress consists  in  the growth  and  

perfection of its individuality. Such growth is always gentle and gradual.    As with 
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individuals so with the nations individuality is a matter of growth, and what anyone 

can do to help develop the individuality of India is to remove the various stumbling 

blocks that suppress or hinder its growth. The primary task in this direction is to 

remind and   re-awaken the nation to its purpose.   Its life-force    should be 

strengthened.    

A  nation  can  on its own and in terms of its  own  inner vitality and resources can 

cope up with all its  problems when  its  life-blood is strong and pure, just as a 

healthy person can  on  his  own  fight the disease germs.   “Our life-blood is 

spirituality.   If it flows clear, if it flows strong and pure and vigorous, everything is 

right; political, social and other material defects, even the poverty of the land, will all 

be cured if that blood is pure.”7The chief object of interpreting  Indian   culture  

therefore, according to Vivekananda,  is  not  to attack and  reform this or that aspect 

of it, but to help  the  nation  in  re-discovering  and  living the purpose of its 

existence, or  to  awaken  it  to its central idea.   The problem is thus to be 

understood in its root so that the solution can be enduring and comprehensive. “All 

healthy social changes are the manifestations of the spiritual forces   working   

within, and   if these are strong and well adjusted, society will arrange itself 

accordingly.   Meddle not with so-called social reforms   for there cannot be any 

reform without spiritual reform first.”8   

In   this regard   he refers to the effects on a nation   of destructive criticism   and 

piecemeal reforms by pointing out how in the cultural life of India the Buddhist 

approach of denouncing and demolishing could neither succeed in strengthening 

India’s spiritual life, but positively weakened it, nor could it succeed in establishing 

itself on Indian soil as a substantial cultural or spiritual force. Coming to the nature 

and scope of modern reforms he makes a pertinent observation. “Beginning from 

Buddha to Rammohan Roy everyone made the mistake of holding caste to be a 

religious institution and tried to pull down religion and caste all together and 

failed.”9 A nation must try to grow and progress in the direction determined by its 

genius. Accordingly the impetus to change and reform should come from within, 

“We must grow according to our nature. Vain is to attempt the lines of action that 
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foreign societies have engrafted upon us. It is impossible. We cannot be twisted and 

tortured into the shape of other nations.”10  

Another highly significant approach of Vivekananda towards Indian culture is his 

recognition of the importance of faith or self-confidence in the life of a nation, as 

without it there can be no individuality and its healthy growth. One should have 

faith in oneself and one's own possibilities to grow into a mature personality. One 

may have everything but if he lacks faith in himself he cannot be an individual. So is 

the case with a nation. “In the history of the world, you will find that only those 

nations that have believed in themselves have become great and strong.”11 Similarly 

in the history of nation great men are always men of faith. "We want faith in our 

own selves. The idea of true sraddha must be awakened and then only all the 

problems which face our country will gradually be solved by ourselves. Faith makes 

men of us makes gods of us. Have faith that you are all born to do great things.”12   

Whenever there has been weakening of faith in itself and its mission, India 

succumbed to various sorts of oppression, both from within and without. Whereas it 

has attained heights of glory when it had complete faith in itself. That is how he tried 

to understand the course of Indian history vis-a-vis Indian culture. Lack of faith or 

self-confidence, according to him, is what distinguishes a modern Indian from his 

traditional counterpart; and in the ultimate analysis culture is more a matter of faith 

than of rational understanding.13 “The old orthodox man may be ignorant, he may 

be etude, but he is a man, he has a faith, he has strength, he stands on his own feet; 

while the Europea-nised man has no backbone, he is a mass of heterogeneous ideas 

picked up at random  from  every   source, and these ideas are unassimi- lated, 

undigested and unharmonised. He does not stand on his own feet, and his head is 

turning round and round. Where is the motive power of his work? Vivekananda 

gave to India another equally significant message of Vedanta: 

utthistajagrataprapyavaraannibhodita (arise, awaken stop not till the goal is 

reached).14 
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Vivekananda and Indian Youth  

By the lectures and speeches of Swami Vivekananda, many youth were inspired to 

ideas of social-service and character-building. Swami Vivekananda dedicated his life 

to teaching and guiding the youth the importance of social-service and laying the 

groundwork of character and leader attributes. His concept of service to the poor 

helped fire inspiration to many youth including many in Benares; these youth 

eventually formed the Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission Home of Service, 

which exists even today. The Ramakrishna Mission came into existence in 1897 and 

since then continues to function and inspire youth all over India. Swami 

Vivekananda was a mighty inspiration to youth throughout his lifetime, and 

continues to inspire the youth of today.  

National Youth Day  

Swami Vivekananda’s birthday celebrated as National Youth Day because, “In 1984, 

the Government of India declared and decided to observe the Birthday of Swami 

Vivekananda (12 January, according to English calendar) as National Youth Day 

every year from 1985 onwards. To quote from the Government of India’s 

Communication,  

‘it was felt that the philosophy of Swamiji and the ideals for which he lived 

and worked could be a great source of inspiration for the Indian Youth.’ 

Swamij’s Birthday according to Indian Almanac (Vishuddha Siddhanta Almanac) is 

on Pausha Krishna Saptami tithi, which falls on  different dates of English 

Calendar every year.  

The Headquarters of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission as well as their 

branch centres observe the birthday of Swami Vivekananda with mangalarati, 

special worship, homa, meditation, devotional songs, religious discourses, 

sandhyarati, etc. on Pausha Krishna Saptami tithi, and as National Youth Day (12 

January) with processions, speeches, recitations, music, youth conventions, 
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seminars, Yogasana presentation, competitions in essay-writing, recitations, 

speeches, music, sports, etc. on 12 January.”1 

While talking about the needs of youth education J.S.Rajput says, “The youths are to 

be taught to point the vast canvas of life with ideas and activities that could help 

them visualize the future they are to create for themselves and their fellow men. 

They need to strive to know what is real and what is unreal. They could also be 

guided to appreciate that the search for truth is the ultimate goal that one realizes 

only after understanding the transitory nature of all that is constant changing 

around every moment. An acquaintance with the history and heritage of Indian 

could give them a feeling of continuity and motivate them to assume responsibility 

to take the lineage ahead. Above all, cultural moorings and scriptures may motivate 

and instill in them sense of possession of the sublime, goodness and beauty, which 

they need to assimilate and internalize.” 2 

As Vivakananda was a great observer of the human mind and the human society at 

large. He understood that undertaking any social change needed enormous energy 

and will. Hence he called upon the youth to not only build up their mental energies, 

but their physical ones as well. He wanted ‘muscles of iron’ as well as ‘nerves of 

steel.’ He wanted the youth to possess indomitable will and the strength to drink up 

the ocean. What he wanted was to prepare the youth both physically and mentally 

to face the challenges that would lie ahead of social workers. He was also practical 

enough in warning the young of the pitfalls ahead and the way Society reacts to such 

endeavours. He said, “All good work has to go through three stages.  First comes 

ridicule, then the stage of opposition and finally comes acceptance.”3 

Teachings of Swami Vivekananda  

Vivekananda is a treasure of motivation and inspiration for all of us, whether we are 

students, teachers, common people or any other professional. He said a lot which 

can be formatted in very simple quotations for everyone. Here is a beautiful 

collection of Swami Vivekananda’s ideas4: 
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 “Stand up, be bold, be strong. Take the whole responsibility on your own 

shoulders, & know that you are the creator of your own destiny.” 

 “Arise! Awake! And stop not till the goal is reached.” 

 “To be good and to do good - that is the whole of religion.” 

 “Strength is life, Weakness is death.” 

 “All the power is within you; you can do anything and everything. Believe in 

that; don’t believe that you are weak. Stand up and express the divinity 

within you.” 

 “Whatever you think, that you will be. If you think yourself weak, weak you 

will be; if you think yourself strong; strong you will be.” 

 “Stand and die in your own strength; if there is any sin in the world, it is 

weakness; avoid all weakness, for weakness is sin, weakness is death.” 

 “Neither money pays, nor name pays, nor fame, nor learning; it is 

CHARACTER that cleave through adamantine walls of difference.” 

 “He is an atheist who does not believe in himself. The old religion said that he 

was an atheist who does not believe in God. The new religion says that he is 

an atheist who does not believe in himself.” 

 “The greatest sin is to think yourself weak.” 

  “Misery comes through attachment, not through work. As soon as we 

identify ourselves with work we do, we feel miserable; but if we don’t 

identify ourselves with it, we do not feel that misery.” 

 “You must have an iron will if you would cross the ocean. You must be strong 

enough to pierce mountains” 

 “Take up one idea, make that one idea your life, think of it, dream of it, live of 

it, let the brain, muscle, nerves, every part of your body be full of that idea 

and just leave every other idea alone. This is the way great spiritual giants 

are produced, others are mere talking machines.” 

 “Your country requires heroes; be heroes; your duty is to go on working, and 

then everything will follow of itself.” 
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According to Vivekananda, “Three things are necessary to make every man great, 

every nation great”: 

 Conviction of the powers of goodness 

 Absence of jealousy and suspicion 

 Helping all who are trying to be and do good 

Swami Vivekananda will be a best icon for youth of India. As J.S.Rajput says, “Who 

were the icons of the youth? They were men and women of character who sacrificed 

their self-interests and suffered for others’, for the nation, for the welfare of their 

fellow men and women. They also included people who strived hard for interfaith 

amity, global brotherhood and welfare of humanity… The young of India must 

internalize a sense of pride in their ancestors for their tapasya to explore the 

mysteries of nature and to create a symphony between man and nature. It must also 

motivate them to set higher goods in their life ahead.” (p.06)4 We also thinks that 

Swami Vivekananda is the best icon because of his universal characteristics and 

thinking on societal needs.  
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Conclusion 

Now the end of this short book, it may be said that Swami Vivekananda’s ideas is a 

great heritage of India and it can be very useful for our society and the nation. It also 

can be used as an ideal thinker for world peace and harmony. We can summaries his 

philosophy in the form of his own wording. Swami Vivekananda simplifies the 

Vedanta philosophy in Practical Vedanta through his speeches and poems too. Here 

is an example of his famous poem “THE LIVING GOD” which is emphasizing on the 

human good: 

He who is in you and outside you,  

Who works through all hands,  

Who walks on all feet,  

Whose body are all ye,  

Him worship, and break all other idols!  

He who is at once the high and low,  

The sinner and the saint,  

Both God and worm,  

Him worship — visible, knowable, real, omnipresent,  

Break all other idols!  

In whom is neither past life  

Nor future birth nor death,  

In whom we always have been  

And always shall be one,  

Him worship. Break all other idols!  
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Ye fools! who neglect the living God,  

And His infinite reflections with which the world is full.  

While ye run after imaginary shadows,  

That lead alone to fights and quarrels,  

Him worship, the only visible!  

Break all other idols!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://positivephilosophy.webs.com  

Commemorate 150
th

 Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda 

P
ag

e3
6

 

Appendix-i 

Chronology of Main Events related to Swami Vivekananda 

January 12, 1863: Birth in Kolkata 

1879: Enters Presidency College 

1880: Transfers to General Assembly Institution 

November 1881: First meeting with Sri Ramakrishna 

1882-1886: Association with Sri Ramakrishna 

1884: Passes B. A. Examination, Father passes away 

1885: Sri Ramakrishna’s last illness 

August 16, 1886: Sri Ramakrishna passes away 

Fall: Establishes Baranagar Math 

December 24: Informal vow of sannyasa at Antpur 

January 1887: Formal vows of sannyasa at Baranagar Monastery 

1890-1893: Travels all over India as itinerant monk 

December 24, 1892: At Kanyakumari, South India 

February 13, 1893: First public lecture, Secunderabad, South India 

May 31 :Sails for America from Mumbai 

July 25: Lands at Vancouver, Canada 

July 30 :Arrives in Chicago 

August: Meets Professor John Ft. Wright of Harvard University 

September 11: First address at Parliament of Religions, Chicago 
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September 27: Final address at Parliament of Religions 

November 20: Begins mid-western lecture tour 

April 14, 1894: Begins lectures and classes on East Coast 

May 16 : Speaks at Harvard University 

July-August: At Green Acre Religious Conference 

November: Founds Vedanta Society of New York 

January,1895: Begins classes in New York 

June 4-18: At Camp Percy, New Hampshire 

June-August :At Thousand Island Park on St. Lawrence river, N.Y. 

August-September: In Paris 

October-November:Lectures in London 

December 6 : Sails for New York 

March 22-25, 1896 :Speaks at Harvard University, offered Eastern Philosophy chair 

April 15 :Returns to London 

May-July :Gives classes in London 

May 28 :Meets Max Muller in Oxford 

August-September: In the Europe for six weeks 

October-November:Gives classes in London 

December 30 :Leaves Naples for India 

January 15, 1897: Arrives in Colombo, Sri Lanka 

February 6-15 :In Chennai 
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February 19 :Arrives in Kolkata 

May 1 :Establishes Ramakrishna Mission Association, Kolkata 

May-December Tours northwest India 

January 1898: Returns to Kolkata 

May :Begins North India pilgrimage with Western devotees 

August 2 :At Amarnath, Kashmir 

December 9 :Consecrates Belur Math 

March 19, 1899:Establishes Advaita Ashrama at Mayavati 

June 20: Leaves India for second visit to the West 

July 31 :Arrives in London 

August 28 :Arrives in New York City 

August-November :At Ridgely Manor, New York 

December 3 :Arrives in Los Angeles 

February 22, 1900:Arrives in San Francisco 

April 14 :Founds Vedanta Society in San Francisco 

June :Final classes in New York City 

July 26 :Leaves for Europe 

August 3 :Arrives in Paris for International Exposition 

September 7 :Speaks at Congress of History of Religions at Exposition 

October 24 :Begins tour of Vienna, Constantinople, Greece and Cairo 

November 26 :Leaves for India 
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December 9 :Arrives at Belur Math 

January 1901:Visits Mayavati 

March-May :Pilgrimage in East Bengal and Assam 

January-February, 1902: Visits Bodh Gaya and Varanasi 

March :Returns to Belur Math 

July 4 : Mahasamadhi 

  

Sources: 

 “Swami Vivekananda : Life and Teachings” , Cited on 02-12-2012, 

http://www.belurmath.org/swamivivekananda.htm  

 Title Picture cited from: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Swami_Vivekananda-1893-09-signed.jpg  
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Appendix-ii: CPPIS,Pehowa (Kurukshetra) 

 

Centre for Positive Philosophy and Interdisciplinary Studies (CPPIS), Pehowa 

(Kurukshetra) 

 

THE CONTEXT 

Centre for Positive Philosophy and Interdisciplinary Studies (CPPIS) Pehowa is a 

joint academic venture of Milestone Education Society (Regd.) Pehowa and Society 

for Positive Philosophy and Interdisciplinary Studies (SPPIS), Haryana 

(online) to do fundamental research in the field of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Milestone Education Society (Regd.) Pehowa (Kurukshetra) is a non-profit 

organization and completely an educational and secular institution in nature about 

all matters. Its main objective is to do organizational and structural work for the 

educational development and carries out various initiatives that enhance education 

among all sections of society. It continuously working from 2005 and registered in 

April 2006.  

 

It is founded by some educational professionals to provide the best environment for 

study to students and give those appropriate guidelines and feedback for study. 

Milestones are constructed to reassure travelers that the proper path is being 

followed, and to indicate either distance traveled or the remaining distance to a 

destination. For us, Education refers to any act or experience that has a formative 

effect on the mind, character, or physical ability of an individual. In its technical 

sense education is the process by which society, through schools, colleges, 

universities, and other institutions, deliberately transmits its cultural heritage--its 

accumulated knowledge, values, and skills-from one generation to another. We are 
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inspired by the great educationists and trying to become a milestone for the creative 

and quality education. 

 

Vision  

 

“Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people who mean to be their own 

governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.” - James 

Madison  

 

Mission 

“If you have knowledge, let others light their candles in it.” - Margaret Fuller 

OBJECTIVES OF THE CENTRE 

 To study the nature of philosophy, its growing area in India and carry out 

evaluative research in Interdisciplinary approach to societal problems.  

 To provide philosophical and academic initiatives and counseling to the 

students and teachers of various academic levels.  

 To study applied aspects of Ancient Indian wisdom and Indian Cultural 

Values.  

 To study the problems of students, researchers and teachers of philosophy in 

their academic and professional life.  

 To disseminate updated information regarding seminars, workshops, 

conferences in India related to philosophy and other humanities subjects on 

a regular basis through a newsletter. 

 To organise seminars, lecture-series, workshops on specific topics on 

emerging and applied areas of philosophy and interdisciplinary studies. 
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 • To study normative questions related to human and environment, social 

and political philosophy, philosophy of law, medical ethics etc.  

 To do critical and comparative studies of philosophical systems or 

movements, religions and philosophy of education. 

 To develop and start short –term courses like Research Methodology in 

Philosophy and Applied Logical Reasoning etc for students and professionals.  

 To carry out evaluative studies on the various ongoing projects/schemes and 

other welfare programmes of the Government. 

 To develop a Resource centre for the application of philosophy in India and 

interdisciplinary studies. 

 To provide a platform for interaction between students, researchers and 

subject experts of different subjects through meetings and interaction 

programmes. 

FOCUS AREAS 

The Centre’s main areas of research are given below:  

 Meta-philosophy and Philosophical Research Methodology 

  Applied Philosophy and Applied Ethics 

  Indian Social and Political Philosophy 

 Indian Psychology and Consciousness Studies 

 Indian Logic and  Science 

 Philosophy of Social Change and Social Progress 

 History of Development of Philosophy in India 

 Philosophy of Science and Technology 

 Indian Philosophy of Art and Literature 

 Indian Value System and Philosophy of Education 
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 Philosophy of Cognitive Science and Philosophical Psychology 

 Indian Spirituality and Philosophy of Religion 

 Philosophy for Children 

 Philosophy of Social Sciences and Humanities 

 History of World Philosophies 

Activities 

 Research and Publication 

 Interactive-Meetings, Seminars and Workshops 

 Competitions for Students 

 Philosophy News in India (online) 

 Online Courses 

 Online Research Journal 

 

For detail visit this website: 

 http://positivephilosophy.webs.com/  
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Picture Reference: 

http://www.belurmath.org/news_archives/2012/04/10/commemoration-of-the-

150th-birth-anniversary-of-swami-vivekananda-8/ 
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